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part of his individuality is relative to them, as theirs is
relative to him. He has no self that is not reflected m
them, and of which they are not reflections} and this
reveals itself by a kind of moral amputation, if death should
snatch them away, and put his selfdom to the test of loneli-
ness. It is the same with the larger groups which enclose
him in their sympathetic embrace. -His country is not ex-
ternal to him: he is woven into it by sensitive fibres that
answer to all its good or ill: its life-blood courses through
his veins inseparably mingled with his own. The social
union is most inadequately represented as a compact or
tacit bargain subsisting among separate units, agreeing to
combine for specific purposes and for limited times, and
then disbanding again to their several isolations. It is no
such forensic abstraction, devised as a cement for me-
chanically conceived components; but a concrete though
spiritual foim of life, penetrating and partly constituting all
persons belonging to it, so that only as fractions of it do
they become human integers themselves. What we call
a conflict between private and public interest, and treat as a
dissension between a man's inner self and an outward
society, is not really a wrestling match on the part of two
independent organisms or personalities, unless it comes to
overt rebellion and war: the inner man is himself the
scene of the living strife. the public interest that pleads
with him is his interest too: the Society that withstands
him is his Society: it is no foreign and intrusive power
that confronts and stops the madness of his pleasure or
his passion, but his own share of an altruistic zeal and love
that throb in other hearts as well It is a self-variance
which he feels, between some appetite that feeds alone
and an affection which lives in others, between the unsocial
and the social instincts of the same nature; and if he goes
with the evil counsel, his shame is no hiding from others'
anger, but a shrinking fronf disapproval which he knows
from himself to be also theirs. The complication of
human relations and the growth of new forms of human
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